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An authoritative, topical, and comprehensive reference to the key concepts and most important

traditional and contemporary issues in medical sociology.  Contains 35 chapters by recognized

experts in the field, both established and rising young scholars Covers standard topics in the field as

well as new and engaging issues such as bioterrorism, bioethics, and infectious disease Chapters

are thematically arranged to cover the major issues of the sub-discipline Global range of

contributors and an international perspective
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"Generally, this is up-to-date review of medical sociology is a necessary source for all medical

sociologists....highly recommended." (Choice, October 2010).

Including chapters from 35 leading international experts on health-related issues,Ã‚Â The New

BlackwellÃ‚Â Companion to Medical SociologyÃ‚Â offers insights into the substantive topics of

central interest in medical and health sociology. Coverage ranges from standard subjects such as

theory, health and social class, racial and gender stratification, stress, and health professions, to

relatively new and engaging topics like bioethics, genetics and society,Ã‚Â newly emerging

infectious diseases, and links to neuroscience. In recent years medical sociology has evolved into a

field that is both applied and theoretical, and in control of its own approach to research. The



chapters in this volume not only review relevant empirical research, but are also theoretically

informed. With its global perspective and international authorship, the companion provides an

authoritative, topical and comprehensive reference to the key concepts and the most important

traditional and contemporary issues in medical sociology.

The book itself is everything it promises to be. One caveat, the publicity mentions 35 chapters, there

are still only 24. Nonetheless, it creates enthusiasm for the field.
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